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Budget and Appropriations
There is a lot going on with federal spending decisions in Congress these 
days. First, we have the fiscal year (FY2012) appropriations process.  We are 
following the Title VIII Nursing Workforce Development Programs which help 
to train, advance, and increase the nursing workforce.  FY12 began Oct. 1 but 
Congress isn’t close to finishing its funding bills, so we are operating under 
a short-term continuing resolution to keep the government running.  The 
Appropriations Committees, however, have released their respective FY12 
numbers for Title VIII.  The Senate funded Title VIII at the same amount as last 
year - $247.4 million.  The House cut funding to $135.6 million (55.9 %) cut.  
Now they must work out the differences.

And there is more…remember the debt ceiling crisis?  The resulting 
legislation did two key things: 1) set spending caps for the next 10 years 
and 2) created the “Super Committee” to find $1.5 trillion in additional cuts 
over the next 10 years.  The first action will have an impact on how much 
Congress can spend each year on items like Title VIII.  The second action 
means everything is on the table for possible spending cut consideration.  The 
Super Committee must find $1.5 trillion over 10 years in federal government 
savings by Nov. 23, Congress must approve this (without amendment) by 
Dec. 23, and the President must sign this into law by Dec. 31.  If this does not 
happen there will be across-the-board cuts to most government programs 
(split 50-50 between defense and non-defense) to equal $1.5 trillion (or the 
difference between $1.5 trillion and whatever Congress passes if it passes 
less than $1.5 trillion) to take effect starting in FY 2013.  DNA is advocating 
for important nursing and healthcare programs for FY12 and with the Super 
Committee.

Payment, Practice and Regulatory Issues
Tanning is a hot topic these days and DNA has been front and center.  Maura 
Flynn, DNA Board Director and Health Policy Chair, testified in Massachusetts 
on their bill to introduce skin cancer and sun safety education into public 
school classrooms (SB 00250).  Maura also submitted testimony from 
Maryellen Maguire (Past DNA Director), who is the founder and Executive 
Director of the Children’s Melanoma Prevention Foundation, including  a 
curriculum for grades K through 12 that Maryellen developed.  DNA has also 
been active in passage of and successfully seeking the Governor’s signature 
on California’s tanning bed legislation (SB 746), now the most restrictive 
indoor tanning law in the country. 

Meanwhile, at the congressional level there are those that wish to repeal the 
tax on indoor tanning services that was enacted as part of the health care 
reform bill.  DNA has joined with other organizations in sending a letter to 
Senator Snowe (R-ME), the sponsor of legislation to repeal the indoor tanning 
tax, S. 1278, to express DNA’s opposition.  Also, Maura Flynn and Victoria 
Elliot, DNA Executive Director, in conjunction with the American Academy of 
Dermatology, went to Capitol Hill to visit lawmakers on the tax issue and in 
support of the bipartisan  H.R. 1676, “The Tanning Bed Cancer Control Act,” 
introduced by Carolyn Maloney (D-NY), and Charles Dent (R-PA).  This bill 
requires a studies into the classification, performance standards, and labeling 
requirements of ultraviolet tanning lamps and sets up deadlines for carrying 
out the recommendations of the studies.  The tanning issue will be on the 
forefront for a while and we will keep you up-to-date on DNA efforts.

Health Care Reform Update
Health care reform keeps rolling along with the implementation of rules, 
regulations, and programs.  While all this has been happening there have 
been court challenges to the law.  Most of these challenges have worked their 
way through the Court of Appeals and several courts have ruled differently.  
One court ruled the law was constitutional, another ruled that the mandate 
to require people to purchase insurance or pay a tax is unconstitutional, and 
a third decided that they can’t rule until the mandate goes into effect and 
someone actually has been assessed the penalty (the tax).  

So where does this leave us?  The U.S. government and those challenging 
the law have both filed a petition to the Supreme Court asking them to hear 
the case. Most Court watchers believe the Court will take up the case (they 
almost always do when the government asks and it is a major issue).  If they 
take it up, they would likely hear arguments this year and release a decision 
just in time for the 2012 elections.  There is an outside chance that the Court 
may decide it too can’t hear the case until the mandate provision is in law 
and someone has been assessed the penalty, which won’t happen until 2014.  

Stay tuned.

Advocacy in Action
Emailing your member of Congress is an important way to let him/her know 
what you’re thinking.  If policymakers never hear from anyone on an issue you 
can’t blame them for the actions they take.  Here are some tips to use when 
you send your email:

>  Be clear about who you are and why you are writing.  In the opening 
sentence, make your request clear and identify yourself as a constituent 
and as a nurse.  

>  Be concise.  Try to keep your letter to a single page. 
>  Personalize your message.  Tell your own story and explain its relevance 

to the issue at hand. 
>  Be modest in your request.  Although you may wish to address multiple 

issues, it is best to focus on only one or two issues that are of top 
priority to you. 

>  Ask for a response. 
>  Be sure to follow up.  If you do not receive a response in a timely 

fashion (in excess of a month for most offices, a little bit longer for 
senators from large states like California and Texas), be sure to follow 
up.

Your voice matters!  Good Luck!
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