
March 2015   |   Issue 14   |   www.dnanurse.org

Budget and Appropriations
The President’s Fiscal Year (FY) 2016 budget was released on February 
2nd. The funding levels for the Title VIII Nursing programs are as follows: 
The Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) $231.622 
million (level funding); the National Institute of Nursing Research (NINR) 
$144.515 million (increase of $3.562 million over FY15 levels); and the 
National Institutes of Health (NIH) $31.3 billion (increase of $1.216 billion 
over FY15 levels). The Ryan-Murray Budget agreement of 2013 that set 
funding levels in FY14 and FY15 has expired. The House and Senate 
Budget Committees are due to draft and vote on a joint funding resolution 
to set top levels for appropriators to draft bills to fund the federal 
government. This comes with the added challenge that sequestration 
is back as well. You may recall that sequestration is a legislative tool to 
control government spending through hard caps (limits) with the aim of 
reducing spending by $1.2 trillion over ten years. If these caps are not 
met, a strict 10% cut across the federal government goes into effect. This 
will be on appropriators’ minds while they debate appropriations bills in the 
coming months.

Payment, Practice and Regulatory Issues
We were happy to see the Sunscreen Innovation Act pass Congress 
and be signed into law by the President. You may recall that almost 15 
years has passed since the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) had 
approved a new sunscreen ingredient. The bill was introduced with 
the intention of speeding up the process and increasing the number of 
sunscreen products on the market. Unfortunately, the FDA has requested 
further tests that will likely postpone targets set forth in the law. Equally 
concerning is the fact that these products in question have been on the 
market for years in other parts of the world. These issues at FDA came to 
light during recent advisory meetings with FDA staff, skin-cancer patient 
advocates, and the Public Access to SunScreens Coalition, which helped 
draft the bill. We will keep monitoring the implementation of this law as 
the busy summer months approach. Advocates are hopeful that new 
active ingredients will be approved so that manufacturers can make new 
products before thousands head to the beaches.

Health Care Reform Implementation
The February 15th deadline to make changes or sign up for health 
insurance on the Affordable Care Act (ACA) exchanges has passed. 
The administration indicated that as of March 9, 2015, nearly 11.7 
million have signed up for coverage—including last years’ reenrollment 
of approximately seven million. The Supreme Court and the plaintiffs in 
King vs. Burwell may have an impact on how people in 37 states pay for 
and afford their coverage. At issue is specific language in the ACA and 
whether that language limits federal subsidies only to people living in 
states with a state-run health insurance exchange. The administration, 
joined by individuals arguing in favor of the ACA, argue that the court 
should evaluate the entirety of the law and the aim of ensuring affordable 
access instead of a handful of words in a voluminous law. Only 13 states 
and the District of Columbia chose to run their own health insurance 
exchanges. If the Supreme Court rules in favor of the plaintiffs, more 
than 13 million estimated enrollees would lose their subsidies in 2016. 
Approximately 87% of people who receive coverage from the ACA 
exchanges obtain some form of a federal subsidy.

Advocacy in Action
The Title VIII Nursing Programs at the Health Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA) and the National Institute of Nursing Research 
(NINR) at the National Institutes of Health (NIH) are important to our 
mission of promoting excellence in the field of nursing and dermatologic 
care. As Congress works to draft a budget and appropriations bills for FY 
2016, please consider calling your Senators and Member of Congress. 
Increased funding for these vital programs is only possible through your 
hard work and advocacy. A robust campaign on social media, coupled with 
conversations with your friends to do the same, is a great way to engage 
with your federal legislators and educate them about these important 
issues. Your voice and thoughts are invaluable, as Members of Congress 
will seek input from you, their constituents, in the busy appropriations 
season of the 114th Congress. Thank you for your advocacy.
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