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Budget and Appropriations
The twelve annual appropriations spending bills have stalled in committee 
due to partisan differences. The Senate Appropriations Committee 
released the Labor, Health, and Human Services (LHHS) subcommittee 
bill text and report, signaling that no further work will happen on that bill. 
The funding levels contained in the committee report are not yet law but 
they are expected to serve as a guide to legislators as they draft a short-
term Continuing Resolution or comprehensive omnibus spending bill to 
fund programs for fiscal year (FY) 2015. The August recess is upon us 
and Congress has adjourned until the 8th of September.

Payment, Practice and Regulatory Issues
Federal lawmakers have been urging the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) to act on its authority and accelerate the review of new sunscreen 
products. This is very important because the slow pace of review of 
sunscreen products has meant that the US lags behind other countries in 
developing effective products. The FDA has not approved an over-the-
counter sunscreen ingredient since the 1990s. The House has acted 
by passing H.R. 4250, the Sunscreen Innovation Act, on July 28, 2014. 
This bill accelerates the process by which FDA reviews new ingredients. 
The agency is no longer required to issue a rule for each time it wants to 
approve an ingredient according to the National Journal. 

Senate appropriators have taken similar measures in directing the 
FDA to move faster on the backlog of pending sunscreen applications. 
Another issue before the Senate was guiding a rule that could mandate 
companies to place a “50+ SPF” designation on relevant products citing 
insufficient evidence to support the claim that a higher SPF provides 
better protection. The Senate will likely move on their companion 
Sunscreen Innovation Act, or S.2141, in the month of September. Acting 
U.S. Surgeon General Lushniak said recently that the growing cases of 
skin cancer are a “major public health problem that requires immediate 
action.” Melanoma cancer cases have almost tripled in 30 years. Rear 
Admiral Lushniak spoke out against tanning beds being a main culprit as 
they release ultraviolet radiation, a known carcinogen. This call to action 
and his strong stand is welcome news as we seek to promote healthy 
skin and lower incidences of skin cancers. 

Health Care Reform Implementation
Three judges on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia 
have ruled against the government in Halbig v. Burwell. These judges 
ruled that residents of states where the Affordable Care Act’s (ACA) health 
exchanges were implemented by the federal government are ineligible 
to receive tax subsidies to offset the cost of healthcare. In a similar case, 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit ruled for the government 
in King v. Burwell, leaving the impact of the rulings unclear at this time. 
At this time this ruling does not affect the law. An eventual finding that 
subsidies are not allowed for those enrolled in the federal exchange would 
make health insurance too expensive for many and have a detrimental 
effect on the ACA.

So far, 26 states and the District of Colombia have expanded Medicaid 
to residents who earn at or below 133% of the federal poverty level. 
Governor Terry McAuliffe (VA) has made expanding Medicaid his 
administration’s top priority. Virginia House Speaker Phil Puckett blocked 
the Governor’s budget because it contained funds for a Medicaid 
expansion. Eventually, the budget passed without the expansion 
provisions. However, the McAuliffe administration is exploring options to 
expand the program. Republicans in the legislature have indicated that 
they will debate the expansion in September.

As nurses, our role is important in ensuring access to health coverage. 
The 2015 open enrollment season has not begun but it is possible that 
patients may have additional questions. The healthcare.gov website has a 
live chat feature and a lot of information on the law. A 24-hour toll-free call 
center is also available at (800) 318-2596. There are in-person assistance 
locators in each community; to find these, visit  
https://localhelp.healthcare.gov or https://ayudalocal.cuidadodesalud.gov.

Advocacy in Action
As mentioned before, Congress will be on recess for the month of 
August and back in their districts and states. Upon their return, only a 
few legislative days remain before the November midterm elections. This 
leaves precious, little time for those important spending bills to reach 
full House and Senate consideration. The Title VIII Nursing Programs 
at the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA), and the 
National Institute of Nursing Research (NINR) at the NIH are important 
to our mission of promoting excellence in the field of nursing and 
dermatologic care. Members of Congress are hosting events around your 
state during the Congressional August recess. A robust campaign on 
social media, talking to your friends, and attending town hall events with 
your federal legislators to educate them about these important issues is 
vitally important. Your voices and thoughts are invaluable as Members 
of Congress seek input from you, their constituents. Thank you for your 
advocacy.
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