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Budget and Appropriations
Shortly before Congress left Washington, DC for the holidays, 
they wrapped up work on fiscal year (FY) 2012 appropriations. 
Programs of interest to nurses are included in the Labor, Health 
and Human Services, and Education (LHHS) bill, which was 
part of a large “omnibus” bill. Title VIII Nursing Programs at the 
Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) received 
a total of $231.9 million, down from $242.3 million in FY 2011. 
At the National Institutes of Health (NIH), the National Institute 
of Nursing Research (NINR) received $144.7 million, a slight 
increase from the FY 2011 level of $144.3. 
Work has already begun on the FY 2013 budget process. The 
President’s budget, which does not have the force of law but is 
considered a “blueprint” for Congress to use, was released on 
February 13, 2012. The President’s budget request included 
$251.099 million for Title VIII Nursing Programs and $144.153 
million for NINR.  Members at DNA’s 30th Annual Convention 
filled out postcards to Congress urging funding for the Title VIII 
program.  If you didn’t make the Convention, you can still send an 
email to your member.  See the Advocacy section of our website 
for tips on contacting your Members of Congress.

Payment, Practice and Regulatory Issues
Rep. Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) recently sent a letter to Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) Commissioner Hamburg requesting 
that the FDA act on an FDA Advisory Committee’s March 2010 
recommendation that tanning beds no longer be classified as 
Class I devices. Class I devices have the least amount of review 
and oversight from the FDA. The letter cites research and 
scientific literature illustrating the connection between the use of 
tanning beds and the development of skin cancers. In the letter, 
Representative DeLauro stated, “Tanning beds do not belong 
in the same regulatory category as cotton swabs and bandages 
when considering a risk-based system.”  http://delauro.house.
gov/release.cfm?id=2671
In addition, five Democrats on the House Energy and Commerce 
Committee also sent a letter to Hamburg regarding stricter 
regulations for tanning salons. The letter included a recent 
Committee investigation which found that tanning salons provided 
false and misleading information about the dangers of tanning 
and that the salons specifically target teenage girls and young 
women. In addition to device reclassification, the Members 
urged Hamburg to implement recommendations from a 2010 
General and Plastic Surgery Devices Panel, including age 
restrictions, special restriction and education for users with very 
fair skin/a family history of skin cancer, and enhanced education 
and training for tanning bed operators.  http://democrats.
energycommerce.house.gov/index.php?q=news/democratic-
members-urge-fda-to-act-on-tanning-salon-dangers

Health Care Reform Update
In the last newsletter, we discussed the Supreme Court taking 
up cases relating to the 2010 health reform law. The Court 
will hear six hours of oral arguments spread over three days, 
beginning on March 26th. The questions to be debated and 
considered by the Court include whether the Anti-Injunction 
Act applies to the litigation, which would delay a ruling on the 
mandate until 2015 - when people would have to pay a tax 
penalty for not having health insurance; the constitutionality of 
the law’s individual mandate, which requires that all Americans 
have health insurance; how much of the law should be repealed 
if the individual mandate is found unconstitutional; and Medicaid 
expansion. Many people believe the possible scenarios for 
rulings include:

•  The individual mandate is found unconstitutional but the rest 
of the law stands.

•  The individual mandate is found unconstitutional and the 
whole law is thrown out.

•  Some Medicaid provisions are found unconstitutional but the 
rest of the law stands.

•  The Court affirms the individual mandate and Medicaid 
provisions, the law stands.

A ruling is expected sometime in late June or early July of this year.

Advocacy in Action
The idea of meeting with your Member of Congress may seem 
intimidating. As a nurse and expert in the dermatology field, it is 
extremely important to meet with your representatives to impart 
your knowledge. In-person meetings with Members or their staff, 
either in Washington, DC or at the district office, are terrific ways 
to educate them about dermatology and nursing issues, offer 
yourself as a resource, and establish a relationship that, over 
time, may prove mutually beneficial. To schedule a meeting, 
contact the office’s scheduler. In your meeting request, be clear 
about who will be attending and what will be discussed. Here are 
a few tips to keep in mind during your meeting:

1.  Prepare and be on time.
2.  Be concise and clear, as you will likely only have 10-25 minutes for the 

meeting.
3.  Include a personal story or real-life example.
4.  Leave your materials and contact information.
5.  Summarize your requests and responses given by the Member/

staffer.
6.  If they have any questions you are unable to answer during the 

meeting, be sure to follow up with answers or additional information 
after.

7.  Send a thank you note referencing what was discussed. Express 
appreciation, reiterate your request, and ask for a written response 
from the office.

8.  Be sure to keep in touch with the Member/staffer to maintain and 
strengthen the relationship.
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